Mr.  J.  B.  Curry 
Chief  of  Police 


December  5,  1963 


Re:  Interview  with  John  Rutledge, 

Dalle*  Homing  Hews 


Sir! 

I interviewed  Mr.  Rutledge  at  61QO  p.m.  on  Monday  evening, 
December  2,  1963 . 

He  denied  ever  seeing  Jack  Ruby  with  a press  pass  end  had 
no  information  that  any  officer  had  told  Jack  Ruby  that  he 
could  go  up  and  see  Oswald. 

He  renumbers  that  before  6:00  p,B,  on  November  22,  1963, 
that  ha  waa  standing  by  the  door  leading  into  the  Burglary 
and  Theft  Barwaa  and  that  he  saw  Jack  Ruby  standing  real 
close  to  seme  newsmen.  Captain  Frits  waa  being  interviewed 
by  a group  of  newamsn.  Some  aewaaan  ashed  who  wee  being 
interviewed  and  Rutledge  said  Ruby  answered  thusly:  “Will- 
K I l 1,  Frituaf  R I T Z.  Mr.  Rutledge  saw  about  4 officers 
speak  to  Ruby  during  the  tine  of  the  interview.  He  also 
saw  Ruby  at  another  time  standing  near  newsmen  just  outside 
the  door  leading  to  the  Forgery  Bureau.  He  does  not  re- 
member Ruby  talking  to  anyone  at  this  tins. 

Rutledge  states  that  almost  evarytine  he  saw  Ruby,  that 
Ruby  was  physically  crowding  himself  against  newsmen. 

Mr.  Rutledge  cays  on  another  ocas si on,  does  not  remember 
if  it  was  Friday,  Hovcteer  22,  1963  or  Saturday,  Bomber  23, 
1963,  he  was  user  the  elevator  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Police 
and  Courts  Building.  Uniformed  guards  were  sheeklng  people 
entering  the  third  floor.  He  saw  two  newanea  walk  frem  the 
elevators  to  the  hallway  lending  to  the  CIS  Bureau  Offices. 
These  two  mm  were  newsmen  but  he  does  not  know  who  they 
were.  Jack  Ruby  was  pushed  up  betwemi  them  with  his  left 
arm  around  the  newsman  to  his  left  and  a pies*  of  folded 
paper  in  his  otbsr  hand.  This  paper  had  some  writing  on 
it  but  Rutledge  did  not  know  teat  the  writing  was.  Ruby 
was  talking  and  waving  the  paper  to  the  two  newsmen  as  they 
turned  down  the  hallway  toward  the  Homicide  Office.  He  did 
not  see  a press  identification  or  pass  on  Ruby  and  the 
officers  apparently  allowed  the  3 be  pass  them  without 
cheoking  identification.  Rutledge  a aid  about  midnight  of 
Friday,  Novaeber  22,  1963,  there  wee  e press  conference  and 
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show-up  In  tha  Ass  said,  y Room  in  ths  baasmsnt  at  the  City 
Ball.  He  said  Oswald  was  shown.  Hstiry  Wad*  also  gay*  a 
pr*ss  confsrenos.  Rutledge  said  that  th*  conference  was 
dlridad  in  two  parts.  Th*  first  part  was  to  a roanful  of 
newsnan  and  upon  conclusion  of  this  eonfarano*  sona  of  the 
TV  newsaan  requested  that  Henry  answer  sens  nor*  questions 
so  the  TV  eaanras  eould  get  it.  Rutledge  said  he  saw 
another  Dallas  news  reporter,  Harry  MsComaek  and  asked 
Harry  if  he  would  sorer  tha  rest  of  th*  conference  while 
he,  Rutledge,  was  phoning  in  what  he  had  already  obtained. 

Mr.  Rutledge  left  to  phone  in  hie  report  and  whan  he  returned, 
■any  of  the  newsmen  had  gone.  He  rsoeabsrs  that  he  eould  not 
find  Harry  McCormack  and  while  looking  for  him,  ha  cont inued 
looking  around  the  roe*.  Mr.  Henry  Wade  was  at  the  deek  and 
Judge  Bsrld  Johnston  was  seated  across  the  desk  in  front  of 
Mr.  Wad*.  Mr.  Rutledge  saw  Jack  Ruby  standing  between  the 
second  and  third  row  doek  directly  in  front  of  Judge  Johnston. 
Ho  saw  Roby  lean  orer  toward  Judge  Johnston  as  far  aa  he  eould 
and  hand  a business  type  sard  that  had  a rad  eirela  on  one  end 
of  the  card  in  his  hand.  Judge  Johnston  leaned  toward  him  as 
far  aa  ha  eould  and  took  tha  oard. 

Mr.  Rutledge  then  left  the  assembly  room  through  a rear  door 
that  lad  into  tha  Records  Bureau.  He  want  to  the  second  desk 
north  of  Captain  Slaughter's  Office  in  the  first  row  of  desks 
that  are  west  of  the  row  of  filing  cabinets  running  north  and 
south  through  the  center  of  the  Records  Bureau. 

Mr.  Rutledge  used  a phone  on  this  desk  and  he  saw  Jack  Ruby 
using  a telephone  on  the  first  desk  south  of  him.  This  would 
be  the  f iret  deek  in  the  earns  row  as  was  tha  desk  Rutledge  was 
using,  and  would  bo  the  desk  closest  to  the  entrance  to  the 
Records  Bureau  adjacent  to  Captain  Slaughter's  Office. 

The  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Henry  Wade,  then  entered  the  Records 
Bureau  through  the  entrance  near  Captain  Slaughter's  Office. 
Jack  Ruby  was  calling  and  motioning  Mr.  Wada  to  casu  to  the 
telephone  and  said  into  tha  phone,  "Mr.  Wade  is  here  now.  I'll 
let  you  talk  to  him."  At  tha  same  tiae  a reporter  was  calling 
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Mr.  Wad*  to  tbs  tdLaphons  on  tha  counter  on  the  aaat  aide  of  the 
Records  Bureau  and  requesting  that  he  cone  to  that  phone  as 
they  were  on  tha  air  at  that  tins.  Mr.  Wade  hesitated  nonen- 
tarlly  and  than  went  to  the  phone  on  the  eounter.  Mr.  Rutledge 
left  his  line  open  and  stood  near  Mr.  Hade  while  he  was  talking. 
Mr.  Rutledge  stated  that  upon  eoapletlon  of  this  call,  Mr.  Wade 
want  to  tiie  desk  where  Jack  Ruby  was  and  engaged  in  a conver- 
sation with  the  person  to  whoa  Ruby  had  been  talking. 

Mr.  Rutledge  said  that  he  engaged  in  a conversation  with  Cameraman 
Jinny  Dame  11  of  BBAP-TV,  Channel  $ at  one  time  regarding  Jack 
Ruby,  but  he  does  not  reaaaber  if  this  was  on  Friday  or  Saturday. 

Mr.  Darnell  will  he  Interviewed  regarding  this. 

Mr.  Rutledge  was  not  pressnt  in  the  basement  of  the  City  Hall 
on  Sunday,  Movsnher  24,  1963. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


0.  A.  Jones 

Captain  of  Police 
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